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We are all happy to present our first news letter for 

2013.  We hope that more botanist’s will be inspired 

to send us some articles of interest or even just some 

advice to students. In here you will meet our student 

council and also find some other information about 

what we have been and will be up to.  

 

Your student President 

Ashton Kim Ruiters 
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Alinah Chauke  
(TUT)  

 

Even though our student council is still small 

and not very active.  

We should always remember that  

“the greatest oak was once a little nut who 

held its ground” (anonymous) 

So let’s hold our ground! 



Student to student advice 

"A hint to both undergrad and post-

graduate students: it's a good idea to 

visit your university's writing labo-

ratory. There you can get good ad-

vice on your writing style, the struc-

ture of your report/thesis, or even 

just bounce around ideas with a 

sympathetic listener!"  

Caroli 

“Whatever you can do today don't 

postpone it till tommorow, procras-

tination is an evil you should avoid! 

A day wasted can not be recov-

ered! : ) “ 

Olufunke 

LISTEN UP!! 



Taxonomy and Life 
by Ashton Ruiters 

 
When I hand in my thesis for the taxonomic revision of a small 

subtribe within the Asteraceae (daisy) family, which is the work I 

am currently busy with to complete my MSc, my results will not 

fully represent the actual results of this study. Much more than 

me knowing how each of the species differentiate from each other 

with regards to their distribution, morphology and anatomy, is the 

result of how I differentiate from who I was before I started this 

work. 

 

It is the part we don’t report on that is the reason we carry on to 

the next project, leaving our sweat and tears in the hard cover of 

the last and taking with us, only the skills and experience we have 

gained. 

 

These daisies are all found in the most wonderful places. I laugh 

when I think about how my fingers happily explore the large 

maps in the herbarium, hoping to one day explore all these small 

towns and hidden valleys for myself. This is me, who 10 years 

ago, dropped the subject of Geography so fast and hard, it obvi-

ously bounced back into my hands. 

 

Something else I have found in my hands, or maybe its in my 

eyes or my mind, is an invisible character detector. I cannot re-

ceive a bunch of flowers without analysing the beautiful contrast 

of the sessile, opposite, ovate to deltoid, mucronate, waxy leaves 

of the florist gum and the almost sessile parted, serrate, dark 

green and slightly pubescent leaves of a many-rayed white chry-

santhemum. This detector has become more accurate as well as 

more active the deeper I get with my plants. 

 

 

 



 

Like a crazy proud mommy, I sit and show people pictures, but 

not of my children, no, rather of light and SEM micrographs of 

all the little daisy fruits (Figure 1.). How could you not want to 

share that? 

 

Yes there have been many days when I could just hardly wait to 

finish with these daisies, and there have been days when I was 

absolutely convinced the specimens jumped folders when I turned 

my back which is why they all looked the same.  

They say, if you find a job you enjoy, you will never have to work 

a day in your life. I think I’m on the right track then.  

 

Figure 1: Scanning electron micrograph of a mature fruit of  

Phymaspermum leptophyllum. My daisy joy :). 



Vote on Facebook!! 

 

Here are three awesome designs for the SAAB 

student t-shirts. Please go to our facebook page 

(find link on the next page)  

and vote for your favourite.  

Thank you to Aninah Heystek for the designs! 



All Botany and Ecology third year and post-grad 

students are invited 

To a SAAB  

(South African Association of Botanists) 

student bring and share picnic! 

 

Place: Emarentia Botanical garden 

Date: 27th April 2013 

Time: 12:00 

 

Bring a long some camp chairs and picnic  

blankets to be comfortable.  

Please bring whatever you can (Chips, coldrink, 

sweets or light snacks) to share. 

 

RSVP before the 23rd to Ashton  

a.k.ruiters@gmail.com 

 

  



Find us on… 
Click on the picture links 

End note 

Many thanks to all the students who contributed 

to this newsletter.  

Please feel free to send anything you would like 

to add to our newsletters to 

a.k.ruiters@gmail.com 

Twitter Facebook Website 

https://twitter.com/SABotany
http://www.facebook.com/SaabStudentCouncil
http://sabotany.co.za.www22.cpt3.host-h.net/

