
Merry Christmas and a Happy new year to you all. I really hope that 2013 will be a wonderful year. I’m sure that many of 

you are already missing the relaxing time you had during the festive season but it is now time to get yourself together and 

start working again!  

2013 will bring us to the 39th annual SAAB conference. This conference will be hosted by the University of Kwa-Zulu 

Natal and will be held in Drakensville. I am sure many of you are as excited as I am to be going to this conference  which is 

situated in such an amazing scenic area of this beautiful country we live in.  

In this issue we will be: 

Giving you a look into the town where the 39th annual SAAB  

           conference will be held. 

Short review on our plenary presenters at this years conference 

A visual guide to the activities on offer 

And detailed information about events you don't want to miss out on! 

  

 

The  theme of our conference this year is “Green is Gold” this is a very significant theme for South Africa;  due to the rich diversity of 

plant species we have. As scientists we value the rich diversity in our plant species both for the economic uses and the research opportu-

nities. With an ever growing organic world this is the time to be green and thus in Plant or Botany research.  

The conference will be held at the ATKV Drakensville Holiday Resort,  this world heritage site is located at the base of the Drakensberg 

Mountains. With serine views and beautiful landscapes this is the place to be to unwind and relax; however in our case we will be catch-

ing up with old friends and meeting new ones. Guaranteed personal attention and flexibility to all conferences goes at ATKV Drakens-

ville Holiday resort ensures that this year’s conference will go off without a hitch and be most successful indeed.    

The resort itself has a coffee shop and store on the premises with an ABSA ATM inside which will be very helpful for everyone. The 

coffee shop and store is open Monday to Thursday from 8:00 till 17:00, Friday and Saturday from 8:00 till 18:00 and on Sunday from 

8:00 till 13:00 and then again from 16:00 till 17:00. There is also a restaurant were our  breakfast and lunch meals will be taken, this res-

taurant is licensed and thus you may NOT bring your own drinks.  

If you are looking for something more specific the closest supermarket is 45km away in Bergville and there are other stores a bit further 

still, in Winterton. There are also other restaurants and fast-food joints but a vehicle or a very long walk will have to get you there.      

Our morning tea will  be held in the sentinel as will our dinners each evening including the Gala dinner on the last day of the conference. 

The map on the next page should help you get around a bit, unfortunately this map was the only one I could find and it’s a little bit unfo-

cused! You at least should be able to find the toilets and maybe the swimming pool.  

SAAB student council  
4th newsletter  
January 2013 



This story can fit 150-200 

words. 

One benefit of using your 

newsletter as a promotional 

tool is that you can reuse 

content from other market-

ing materials, such as press 

releases, market studies, 

and reports. 

While your main goal of dis-

tributing a newsletter might 

be to sell your product or 

service, the key to a success-

ful newsletter is making it 

useful to your readers. 

A great way to add useful 

content to your newsletter is 

to develop and write your 

own articles, or include a 

calendar of upcoming events 

or a special offer that pro-

motes a new product. 

You can also research arti-

cles or find “filler” articles by 

accessing the World Wide 

Web. You can write about a 

variety of topics but try to 

keep your articles short. 

Much of the content you put 

in your newsletter can also 

be used for your Web site. 

Microsoft Publisher offers a 

simple way to convert your 

newsletter to a Web publica-

tion. So, when you’re fin-

ished writing your newslet-

ter, convert it to a Web site 

and post it. 

Inside Story Headline 

Plenary presenters  

Inside Story Headline 

Rod Peakall: Tuesday 22nd January 8:30-9:30 

Is a Professor in Evolutionary Biology at the Australian National University. His current research employs multidis-

ciplinary approaches spanning the fields of ecology, genetics, molecular biology and chemical ecology for investi-

gating a range of pure and applied questions in evolutionary biology, conservation biology and chemical ecology. 

His integration of multidisciplinary tools allows novel evolutionary insights that are not possible on their own. He 

has published some 100 papers, attracting more than 5000 citations, including papers in Science, PNAS, Molecular 

Biology and Evolution, Molecular Phylogenetics and Evolution, Evolution, Molecular Ecology, New Phytologist, 

Genetics and Ecology among others. He is the first author of the popular population genetics software package, 

GenAlEx, which is very widely used for both teaching and research around the world. In his plenary lecture, Profes-

sor Peakall will summarise the findings of his international and multidisciplinary research program on the evolution 

of orchid pollination systems. This research offers new insights into the early steps of pollinator-mediated speci-

ation and indicates that plant speciation can be both rapid and underpinned by just a few genes.  

 

Ilse Kranner: Wednesday 23ed January 8:30-9:30 

Is professor of plant physiology at the University of Innsbruck, Austria, where she is the Head of the 

Functional Plant Biology Unit. She is widely acclaimed for her contribution to plant stress physiology 

and has published extensively on stress tolerance, survival mechanisms, longevity and ageing in seeds as 

well as in other life-forms such as lichens and resurrection plants. Several prestigious awards have been 

conferred on her, including an APART fellowship of the Austrian Academy of Sciences, of which she is 

an alumna. She is also an Honorary Research Associate of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew in the 

United Kingdom, where she worked from 2002 to 2012.  
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Activities  
If you find yourself with nothing to do and spare time on your hands there are numerous activities to keep yourself entertained 

with!  

Group activities include; adventure putt-putt, volleyball, rugby, snooker, horse riding, paint ball and a visit to the animal farm. 

There are also hiking trails, squash courts and an abundance of bird life for bird watching.  

For the history buffs there are plenty historical landmarks around the area that are bound to impress. If you pay a visit to the 

vulture restaurant you might be lucky enough to see some endangered vultures. If you visit the Basotho cultural village you will 

get to see the origins and traditions of these people. There are many art galleries in the area some of the art from traditional peo-

ple, this might suit the more cultured of our conference goers. Of course there are plenty of passes and hiking trials to check out if 

time allows. For the slightly more adventurous of our group there are activities such as archery, foefie sliding and abseiling. I’m 

sure with this extensive list and many more activities on offer you will find  a way to pass the hours; however don't forget that 

there are countless presentations to be  

heard too!      

Dirk Bellstedt: Monday 21st January 13:30-14:30 

Is a Professor of Biochemistry at the University of Stellenbosch. He has applied his expertise in 

Molecular Biology and DNA sequencing technologies including next generation sequencing to 

analyse the phylogenetics of a number of South African plant groups over the past 15 years. This 

research has contributed to the systematics and taxonomy of the genera Disa, Erica and Oxalis 

from the Cape Floral Region (CFR), the genus Zygophyllum from the arid northern Cape and Na-

mibia, and the genus Streptocarpus from the eastern parts of South Africa. However, the applica-

tion of optimization analyses on these phylogenies has given important insights into the evolution 

and migration of plants in specific biomes i.e. the CFR, the Afrotemperate regions of Africa, the 

African arid corridor, and the Eastern African, KwaZulu-Natal and Eastern Cape forest patches, 

much of which has been published in highly reputed journals in recent years.  

 

Sally Archibald: Monday 21st January 8:30-9:30  

Is currently a Senior Research Scientist at the Council for Scientific and Industrial Research and a lecturer at 

the University of the Witwatersrand. Her research is progressive in its integration of field ecological data, 

eddy-covariance data, and remote-sensing technology to gain new insights into the dynamics and functioning 

of savanna vegetation. She has published in top journals such as Science, PNAS, Global Change Biology, and 

New Phytologist in topics spanning fire ecology, biogeochemistry, and savannah structure and function. 

Through collaborative international projects she contributes towards global modelling and intercomparison 

exercises and she is managing the CSIR's development of coupled models of climate and vegetation for 

southern Africa.  

 

 

Jill Farrant: Tuesday 22nd January 13:30-14:30 

Is a Professor and holds a research chair in Plant Molecular Physiology in the Department of Molecular and 

Cell Biology, University of Cape Town. She is an acknowledged world leader in the field of plant desiccation 

tolerance, working on both seeds and resurrection plants. Her fundamental research involves use of a systems 

biology approach (using techniques in molecular biology, biochemistry, cell biology and physiology) to un-

derstand the protection mechanisms laid down in orthodox seeds and vegetative tissues of resurrection plants, 

with the ultimate aim of using key protectants identified to make drought tolerant crops. She has received 

considerable recognition for her research, obtaining the President's Award in 1993 and NRF A rating in 2009. 

Some of her awards include the SA Biological Society medal for best MSc in the country (1986); the SAAB 

bronze (1993) and silver (2007) medals, the Oppenheimer Memorial Trust Fellowship (2009); the DST distin-

guished women in science award (2010) and recently the L'ORÉAL-UNESCO Award in life sciences (2012) 

that recognizes women whose exceptional careers in science have opened up new and sometimes revolution-

ary ways of improving human well-being. She is a Fellow of the Royal Society of South Africa, UCT and 

Third World Academy of Scientist (TWAS).  

Reference: http://sabotany.co.za./saab2013/index.htm.  



There are a few things happening at this years conference that you don't want to miss out on!! So make sure that you are there for 

these very important events! 

1. Meet and Greet dinner on the 20th of January in the Sentinel at 18:00-22:00 

2. BotSoc quiz night on the 22nd of January in the Sentinel meeting at 19:30 for 20:00 

3. Gala Dinner on the 23rd of January in the Sentinel at 19:00-24:00 

And... 

4.          Make sure you pack a swimming towel for the fantastic swimming pools 

5.          Don't forget to buy your Drakensville SAAB T-shirt if there are any left to buy!  

And for more serious matters don't forget... 

6.          SAAB council meeting on the 20th of January in the Shamoya at 14:30-16:00 

7.          SAAB Annual General Meeting on the 23ed of January at 15:30-17:00  

Don’t forget to remember 

BotSoc quiz night 

 

 

Brace yourselves and sharpen your botanical skills before the 2013 SAAB congress... There will be a fun botanical quiz night on Tuesday 22 

January as part of the evening program at SAAB in Drakensville. The KZN Inland branch of the Botanical Society of SA (BotSoc) will run the 

quiz and prizes will be sponsored by the BotSoc Head Office. Quiz participants will be required to enter as teams and a mix of students and 

lecturers are encouraged for each team. A 'handicap' system will be in place to level the playing field, with a sliding scale of marks subtracted 

per team for participants at professorial, post-doctoral, PhD and MSc level. Everyone is encouraged to join in and be part of the fun. The Quiz 

night is intended to generate publicity and awareness for the Botanical Society amongst budding and established botanists.  

FUN 

TIMES 

SAAB Student Council 2013 

Its that time of the year to select a new student council for 2013. The new council will take charge and move our 
young organisation forward with new hope and optimism! There are a few key people which were in the 2012 council 
who are wanting to step up and take on the challenge. Both these individuals are enthusiastic about SAAB student 
council and have some very innovative ideas about what this organisation needs.      

President or vice-President 
I really enjoyed being a part of the  
student council in 2012 as the  
representative of the University of  
Johannesburg. I would love to play a 
more active role in the council for 
2013 since I now have some experi-
ence within the organization.  
For this reason, I am putting myself 
forward and hoping to be selected as 
the student council president or the  
vice- president. I know I have a lot to 
offer the organization, with new ideas 
and lots of creativity. I will follow in the 
very encouraging footsteps of our  
current president Sarah Stanton and 
help the council grow even further. 
So :) vote for me! :) Yaye! 
 
Ashton Kim Ruiters  

Secretary 
I enjoyed working with the Student 
Council team last year to prepare the 
newsletters and help design our new 
logo. There are some new interesting 
projects for the new council members 
to start with this year to raise funds for 
student travelling bursaries. If I am a 
part of this group again I will try my 
best to make the newsletters interest-
ing and useful to SAAB students and 
keep botany alive among the young 
scientists.  
Hope you all enjoy the conference; it 
should be great in the spectacular 
Drakensberg.  
 
 
 

Anina Heystek 


