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Here is our first newsletter for 2014! 

In here you can find some wise student advice, a link 

to an awesome digital botanical tool. And most      

importantly, three ways to keep in contact with 

SAAB :) 

Enjoy the read! 

 

Your student President 

Ashton Kim Ruiters 



Mangena Phetole (MSc-  Plant Biotechnology)  

University of Limpopo (Turfloop Campus)  

 

“Everything becomes very easy, and big challenges seem very small if you have the passion. I use 

passion as a key to make my wildest dreams come true.” 

Anina Heystek (PhD- Bird pollination ecology)  

Stellenbosch University  

 

“Label every specimen and measured thing, and label it twice. 

When in doubt, ask for help.  That’s why you’re a student – to learn!” 

Elliosha Hajari  

(Post-doctoral fellow -Biotechnology, nitrogen metabolism and physiology) 

University of KwaZulu-Natal  

  

“Perseverance and critical thinking are vital to a successful career in scientific research.” 

Caroli de Waal (PhD- Evolutionary Ecology)  

University of Stellenbosch  

 

“It is a privilege to be able to study at a tertiary institution – not a right. Very few people have that 

chance. Make the best use of every opportunity.” 

Mischa Francesca Muller (finishing MSc/ starting PhD-  Biotechnology)                                 

University of Pretoria  

“The foundation of understanding begins with willingness to listen. Learning from all scientific 

fields and principles enables a scientist to become a well-rounded scientist and person. Listening 

to those around you often brings about understanding your field a little better.” 

Juan Swanepoel (MSc-  Ecophysiology ) 

University of the Free State  

 

“Balance and an open mind are key tools to being a good scientist.” 

Jan-Hendrik Keet (MSc-  Ecology/Invasive Species ) 

University of the Free State  

 

“The only disability in life is a bad attitude! Each and every one of us has the potential to make 

something great out of our lives and to set an example for others. We choose what we will be re-

membered for, whether good, or bad.” 



Digital Botanical Voucher Book   

 
A digital botanical voucher book that replaces the old paper book along with the hand held GPS. 

Features 

 
- With GPS co-ordinates and major locality captured  
- Built in Google map functionality of current location and plant location to enable re-
collection  
- Time, date and altitude readings built in 
- Ability to label vouchers for specific herbaria 
- Image capturing of close up and habitat of specimen (one of each per specimen) 
- Material collected checklist and space for specimen description  
- Voice recording and playback functionality (one per specimen)  
- Option to email voucher record  
- Shows a list of voucher specimens collected with image and legit number 
- Search functionality on list 
- Ability to Print Voucher (KitKat Users only) 
- MultiWindow support (Samsung Galaxy Devices) 
 

This application is currently only for Android users, however an iOS 

version is being created and will be available soon! 

 

Click on the picture link 

Find us on… 
Click on the picture links 

Twitter Facebook Website 

https://twitter.com/SABotany
http://www.facebook.com/SaabStudentCouncil
http://sabotany.co.za.www22.cpt3.host-h.net/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.botanyvoucherapp


End note 
 

Thank you to all the students who have contributed to this 

news letter by sending in advice. Since the SAAB student 

council is on Facebook I would really like to encourage 

SAAB members to like the page (the link is found on the  

previous page) and to add any contributions there. This can 

include article attachments, links to interesting articles as 

well as your own articles, pictures from field trips or any 

other relevant pictures with short descriptions. Students are 

also encouraged to ask questions, engage in discussions and 

just enjoy interaction with other students on the page.  

Supervisors are also welcome to post information about their 

research group as well as available projects.  

 

Facebook is a unique tool for interaction and we can basically 

have an ongoing, online newsletter if we use it correctly :)  

 

Thank you for your support 

Ashton Kim Ruiters 


