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Impact factor*

2018
Articles: 238
Total cites: 3430

2017
Articles: 295
Total cites: 3059

*2018 Impact factor, released in 2019
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Journals in Plant Sciences

2018 2017

Impact 
factor

Ranking
(of 228)

Impact 
factor

Ranking
(of 223)

Bot. J. Linn. Soc. 3.057 46 3.124 36

Am. J. Bot. 2.858 53 2.788 49

S. Afr. J. Bot. 1.504 112 (▲4) 1.442 108

Botany 1.315 127 1.178 131

Aust. J. Bot. 1.164 143 0.903 157

New Zeal. J. Bot. 1.118 145 0.963 154

Braz. J. Bot. 0.958 166 0.779 173

Data source: InCites Journal Citation Reports, Clarivate Analytics, 2019



Editorial summary

• As at 17-Nov-2019, 1918 (1773) articles received and processed by 
the Editorial Office on the Elsevier Editorial System (EES)

• 66% (63%) articles without review (desk reject)

• Overall rejection rate = 80% (81%)

• 365 (315) articles accepted

Number in parentheses = value for 2018, for comparison

Accepted (%)

South Africa 31.5 (32.7)

India 9.9 (9.5)

Brazil 5.5 (4.9)

China 4.7 (6.7)

Turkey 4.4 (5.4)

Tunisia 3.8 (3.2)



Downloads
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Special Issues/Sections

2019 special issues:

• Enzyme inhibitors of natural origin

• Vol. 120, January 2019, 47 papers

• Ethnobotanical research in sub-Saharan Africa

• Vol. 122, May 2019, 41 papers

• Issue in honour of Prof. Van Staden 80th birthday

• Vol. 126, November 2019, 42 papers

Special issues for 2020:
• Current and future directions in endophyte research

• Moringa Research

Suggestions for special issues are welcome!

Please discuss your ideas with the Editor-in-Chief!



Archive

• Reminder that all back issues of the South African Journal of 
Botany are available via ScienceDirect

• This ‘Open Archive’ is a very valuable resource to botanists in 
South Africa



Final remarks

• In 2020, 8 volumes will be published
– 2 special collections in progress

• Editorial board currently consists of 68 members
– 35 South African scientists
– 33 international scientists

• Special thanks to Dr. Alrun Albrecht
• Thanks to Elsevier for their ongoing, excellent support

of our journal!


