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1. Opening and welcome 
SB opens and welcomes everyone to the SAAB virtual AGM. Despite the covid pandemic SAAB is still 
active, even though there is not a conference. 
A quorum of 25 has been reached: James Boatwright (SB), Sandy-Lynn Steenhuisen, Quenton 
Kritzinger, Helena du Plessis, Stephen Amoo, Anthony Magee, Johanna Bapela, Lyndy McGaw, Glynis 
Goodman-Cron, Michelle Greve, Natie Finkelstein, Kenneth Oberlander, Larainmari den Boogert, 
Blessing Mdaka, Joseph Sebola, Alrun Albrecht, Sebataolo Rahlao, Paul Hills, Timo van der Niet, Lize 
Joubert, Priyen Pillay, Phil McLean, Rosemary Newton, Eugene Moll, Abdulwakeel Ayokun-nun Ajao, 
Ed Witkowski, Floyd Ralepele, Priyen Pillay, Ida Risenga, Janine Adams, Johannes van Staden, 
Elisabeth Geerts. 
 

2. Apologies 
Apologies received from Prof Karen Esler, Prof Sjirk Geerts and Dr Kritzinger. 
 

3. Additions to the agenda 
There were no additions to the agenda. 
 

4. Approval of the minutes of the 46th AGM.  
Minutes were proposed by Glynis Goodman-Cron and seconded by Anthony Magee. 
 

5. Matters arising from the previous minutes. 
The honours bursaries were increased from R10 000 to R12 000 each.  
Sol Plaatje University would have hosted the SAAB conference 2021, but due to the Covid pandemic 
the conference was cancelled. Sol Plaatje University will host in 2024. SB thanked Sol Plaatje 
University for the groundwork they did.  
A SAAB webinar series will replace the conference during 2021.  
 

6. President’s report 
The report was circulated before the meeting. Points highlighted from the report:  
 
Stephen Boatwright thanked council, especially Prof Ndiko Ludidi and Dr Michelle Greve who has 
reached the end of their term on the SAAB Council.  
The new members Prof Adeyemi Aremu and Dr Ida Risenga were welcomed onto council. 
Stephen Boatwright has reached the end of his term as SAAB president. Glynis Goodman-Cron will 
take over as SAAB president.  
 
As it is important for students to interact at the SAAB conferences, the conference guidelines has been 
updated to appoint a student LOC to arrange a function during the SAAB conferences.  
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The 2022 SAAB conference will be hosted by NWU, where Stephan Siebert and Madeleen Struwig will 
form part of the LOC. Depending on the pandemic, the 2022 SAAB conference may be a virtual 
conference.  
 
The SAABnet mailing was updated and moved to a new platform. The SAAB mailing list is for paid-up 
members only. Prof Kritzinger was thanked for the role he played in hosting the previous mailing list.  
 
Stephen Boatwright thanked Prof van Staden and Dr Alrun Albrecht for running SAJB. The new impact 
factor for 2019 is 1.792 (2018 impact factor was 1.504). 
 
The SAAB website is up to date, if any members would like to share something on the website, they 
can contact Elisabeth Geerts. 
 
Timo van der Niet was thanked for being the contact person for SACNASP. Council is investigating 
other options for SAAB members to accumulate CPD points without the SAAB conference.  
 
The SAAB student members are reminded to renew their memberships, without the conference it will 
be their own responsibility to renew their membership. 
Other SAAB members are also encouraged to pay their membership as there won’t be the option to 
pay it via the conference this year. Invoices will be sent out before the end of January to all members. 
 
The SAAB medal awardees for 2021 were: 
Bronze medal: Dr Blair Cowie 
Silver medal: Prof Timm Hoffman 
 
The medal winners will present their work at a webinar later this month. SAAB congratulates both. 
 
The SAAB bursary recipients for 2020 were: 
Masters bursary: Kaylan Reddy 
Honours bursary: Bianca Ferreira, Shula Isaacs and Emma Wright.  
 
There were no recipients for the Sara Nigro Award. Students were encouraged to apply for this award.  
 
Stephen Boatwright thanked Council, Elisabeth Geerts and the SAAB members for being part of SAAB.  
 

7. Treasurer’s report 
Current capital for SAAB: Cash on hand is just under a R1000, the cheque account is just above 
R4000, money market accounts are just over 1.5 million each. This gives a total capital of just over 
three million, with a capital gain of 29% (R400 000) from last year.  
Elsevier contributed hugely to SAAB’s income (approximately R500 000). Membership fees were 
almost double the amount than 2019, since membership fees could be paid via the conference.  
A profit of R29 000 was received from the UJ Conference and interest received from the money market 
accounts were R164 000. This is less than the previous year due to the decline in interest rates (from 
8% to 4.5%). SAAB is looking into investing this money to increase returns. 
SAAB had no major expenses, other than a new laptop for the secretary, and traveling cost for the Best 
Young Scientist and the secretary to the Conference.  
Projections were shown with and without the contributions of Elsevier to highlight that SAAB will be in a 
deficit without the contributions from Elsevier. Dr Alrun and Elsevier is thanked for their support. 
From this year SAAB will take over the salary of Prof van Staden’s secretary. Without Elsevier’s help 
this would not be possible. Prof van Staden’s secretary plays a critical role in the admin of SAJB and 
will also be invaluable when the journal has a change in the Editor-in-chief. 
 

8. SAJB report 
On behalf of Prof. van Staden, Dr Alrun Albrechts presented the SAJB report. The new impact factor for 
the journal for 2019 is 1.792 (2018 impact factor 1.504).  
SAJB is now ranked at 101, 11 places higher than in 2018. 
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The editorial office has received and processed 2820 articles, 74% were rejected without review and 
405 articles were accepted. The articles were mainly received from South Africa, followed by India, 
Brazil and China. The journal was downloaded approximately 1.5 million times in 2019. The contents of 
the journal is freely available to anyone after two years of publishing.  
There were two special issues published in 2020, guest editors were thanked. There are 2 more special 
issues in the pipeline for this year, and one has already been published. Suggestions for special issues 
are welcome and can be discussed with Prof. van Staden.  
All back-issues are available on ScienceDirect, which is an open archive.  
In 2020 8 volumes were published, instead of 6 volumes as previous years as there was a 30% 
increase in submissions.  
The editorial board currently consists of 67 members, 38 South Africans and 29 international scientists. 
Special thanks to Prof. van Staden and Mrs Lee Warren for their ongoing hard work with the SAJB. 
 

9. SAAB Congresses 
 
9.1 2021 Webinar series 
The first webinar will be from Dr Blair Cowie (SAAB Bronze medal winner). Later this month Prof Timm 
Hoffman will present (SAAB Silver medal winner). In February the Best Young Scientist awardee from 
the previous SAAB conference will present.  
Thereafter there will be a SAAB webinar once a month on the third Wednesday of each month. SAAB 
members are welcome to send suggestions for local or international speakers.  
 
9.2 Future SAAB Congresses 
2022: North West University (Mafikeng Campus) 
2023: UCT/SANBI joined hosting 
2024: Sol Plaatje University 
2025: KZN potentially in Drakensberg Bergville 
 
Universities who would like to host the SAAB Conference, are encouraged to contact the SAAB 
President.  
 

10. Constitutional changes 
SB had queries of awarding medals posthumously which is not clear in the constitution. Most are 
awarded to people still working in the field. The medals and certificate of merit has been awarded 
posthumously previously.  
Paul Hills seconded the motion. 
22 Votes were received in favour of the constitutional change. The constitution will be updated 
accordingly under point 5. 
 

11. General 
Council is looking at investing part of the funds. Running costs will be kept in the money market 
accounts.  The risk involved will be a low to moderate risk and SAAB will make use of a reputable 
company. Anyone who would like to receive the specifics of the investments are welcome to contact the 
President. 

 
12. Closure 

SB thanks Council and Elisabeth Geerts, as well as the whole SAAB community. 
 
SB hands presidency over to Glynis Goodman-Cron and thanks her. 

 
 
Meeting ended at 10h53. 

 
 
 


